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SENT DEPARTMENT 3973; REPEATED INFORMATION LONDON 596 

I ACCOMPANIED UNDER SECRETARY BALI^ TO CALL ON COUVE DE 
MURVILLE AT FOREIGN OFFICE TH IS /AFTERNOON. AT CONCLUSION 
OF SECRETARY BALL’S D ISCUSS IONS WITH DE MURVILLE OF HIS 
PROPOSALS ON DAG I TOLD DE MURVILLE I HAD ANOTHER MATTER 
I WANTED TO DISCUSS WITH HIM. HE HAP ALREADY BEEN TOLD 
BY CECIL LYON THAT I WANTED TO DISCUSS SITUATION IN LAOS. 

HE EVIDENTLY WANTED TO DISCUSS THE SUBJECT WITH EVERYONE 
PRESENT AND SHORTLY THEREAFTER ASKED ME WHAT . I THOUGHT 
OF MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS. I TOLD HIM THAT I THOUGHT 
OUR MILITARY SITUATION WAS A VERY SERIOUS ONE AND THAT 
WE WOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY DOING ANYTHING VERY EFFECTIVE 
BEFORE RAINY SEASON BEGAN. WE DISCUSSED BRIEFLY THE CON- 
DITIONS THAT PREVAILED FOLLOWING THE SETTLEMENT OF THE 
VIETNAM SITUATION AND THE PATHET LAO THAT WERE ALLOWED 
TO REMAIN IN NORTHERN LAOS. HE SAID THAT FRANCE HAD 
SOUGHT TO FIND POLITICAL SOLUTION TO PROBLEM WHEREAS 
THE UNITED STATES HAD WANTED MILITARY SOLUTION AND, 

FURTHER, IF THERE WERE TO BE A MILITARY SOLUTION THE BEST 
THAT WE COULD HOPE FOR WOULD BE A DIVISION OF LAOS IN THE 
MANNER IN WHICH VIETNAM HAD BEEN DIVIDED WITH THE NORTHERN 
PART GOING TO THE COMMUNISTS AND THE SOUTHERN PART REMAINING 
WITH THE WEST. HE STATED THAT POLITICAL SOLUTION MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN POSSIBLE WITH THE PATHET LAO PARTICIPATION IN THE GOVERN- 
MENT AS LATE AS LAST SUMMER BUT THAT NOW THE SITUATION HAD 
REACHED A POINT WHERE HE DOUBTED THAT A POLITICAL SOLUTION 
WAS POSSIBLE. HE DID NOT ELABORATE ON WHAT A POL IT ICAL 
SOLUTION WOULD NOW CONSIST OF BUT WHEN QUESTIONED BY REIN- 
STEIN, WHO WAS PRESENT, SAID THAT FRANCE HAS COMMUNISTS IN 
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ITS ASSEMBLY AND IT HhS REMAINED A FREE NATION, THAT CAMBODIA 
HAS REMAINED NEUTRAL, ALTHOUGH HE HASTENED TO ADD THAT IT HAD 

NO. COMMUNISTS IN ITS GOVERNMENT. 

• * * . 
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- I TOLD HIM THAT THE NOTE SENT BY BRITISH GOVERNMENT IN WHICH 
: WE AGREED TO A CEASE-FIRE, A 14-POWER MEETING, AND GREAT • 

V: . ' BRITAIN AS CO-CHAIRMAN CALLING A MEETING OF THE; ICC, WENT QUITE 
' FAR FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW. I TOLD HIM THAT BASED UPON MY CON- 
VERSATIONS WITH THE PRESIDENT BEFORE LEAV ING WASHINGTON, THE 
PRESIDENT FELT THAT FRANCE »S VIEWS AND OURS WERE IDENTICAL BUT 
THAT UNFORTUNATELY WE HAD NOT SEEMED TO BE ABLE TO WORK TOGETHER 
IN THE ATTAINMENT OF THOSE OBJECTIVES, THAT WE SHOULD NOW SEEK 
TO DO SO. FURTHER THAT WE WERE DETERMINED NOT TO LOSE LAOS AND 
THAT THE VIEWS EXPRESSED. IN. THE TELEGRAMS ON THIS SUBJECT IN 
THE LA$T TWO DAYS REFLECTED THE PRESIDENTS VIEWS ON THIS MATTER. 

DE MURVILLE STATED THAT HE FELT THAT A 14-NATION CONFERENCE WOULD 
BE TOO BIG, IT WOULD INCLUDE A NUMBER OF NATIONS NOT IMMEDIATELY 
CONCERNED AND THAT IT WOULD ONLY BE EFFECTIVE IF A MEETING TOOK 
PLACE BEFORE AND BETWEEN THE PRINCIPALS AND THAT THIS SHOULD TAKE 
PLACE SOON. I ASKED HIM WHO HE MEANT BY PRINCIPALS AND HE SAID 
RUSSIA, THE UNITED STATES, FRANCE, AND POSSIBLY GREAT BRITAIN. 

HE SAID THAT HE THOUGHT THIS MEETING SHOULD TAKE PLACE FIRST OF ALL 
SINCE IT WAS NECESSARY TO ASSURE THE SUCCESS OF THE LATER MEETING. 
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AS A SECOND COURSE OF ACTION HE SAID THAT HE THOUGHT THAT HIS 
GOVERNMENT FELT THAT THE USSR SHOULD ACCEPT THE THREE CONDITIONS 
OF THE NOTE FROM GREAT BRITAIN, I.E., CEASE-FIRE, 14-NATION CON- 
FERENCE, AND GREAT BRITAIN CALLING MEETING OF ICC, BUT BEFORE 
THESE STEPS ARE UNDERTAKEN WE SHOULD HAVE A MEETING OF THE 
PRINCIPALS AS DESCRIBED ABOVE. I TOLD HIM THAT WHILE I FELT IT 
ADVISABLE TO GET THE VIEWS OF MY GOVERNMENT ON THIS MATTER I WAS 
QUITE SURE THAT WE FELT SO STRONGLY ABOUT THE MATTER OF LAOS 
THAT WE WOULD BE MOST RELUCTANT TO CONSIDER ENTERING ANY CON- 
FERENCE OF THIS NATURE PRIOR TO A CEASE-FIRE, THAT A CEASE-FIRE 
MUST TAKE PLACE FIRST, AFTER WHICH WE WOULD CONFER. HE SAID 
THAT HE UNDERSTOOD HOW STRONGLY WE FELT ON THIS MATTER BUT NEVER. 
THELESS HE FELT THAT A MEETING AMONG THE PRINCIPALS CONCERNED IN 
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LAOTIAN AREA WAS NECESSARY BEFORE ANY LARGER NATION MEETINGS 
TOOK PLACE. 
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THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE DISCUSSION ABOUT THE SOVIETS MATCHING 
OUR OWN COMMITMENTS WHEN THEY BECOME AWARE OF THEM AROUND THE 
WORLD, • IN WHICH FRAME. OF REFERENCE HE INCLUDED THE CONGO AND 
THEN WITHDREW IT LATER', AND THE LACK OF REAL INTEREST OF SOVIETS 
IN LAOS, HE CONCLUDED BY SAYING^THAT LAOS WOULD BE THE ONLY 
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SUBJECT DISCUSSED AT BANGKOK PARTICULARLY BECAUSE OF THE THAILAND 


INTEREST AND ITS CLOSE PROXIMITY TO THE CONFLAGRATION. 


INCIDENTALLY, IN THE MIDDLE OF THE DISCUSSION ABOUT THE SOVIETS 
MATCHING STRENGTH HE S.AID. THAT WHILE WE MUST ALWAYS BE STRONG 
IN DEALING WITH THE SOVIETS HE DID NOT THINK THAT OF NECESSITY 
WE WOULD HAVE TO HAVE STRENGTH IN LAOS. HE DID NOT EXPLAIN THIS 
AND I WAS HESITANT TO PRESS HIM FOR AN INTERPRETATION OF IT BUT 
IT SOUNDED DANGEROUSLY LIKE RELIANCE ON MASSIVE MISSILE RETALI- 
ATION TO SOLVE SUCH LIMITED WAR SITUATIONS AS LAOS NOW PRESENTS. 

THIS, I HASTEN TO ADD, IS MY OWN INTERPRETATION OF WHAT HE 
MEANT. 
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